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Vision: 
Our RE curriculum seeks to cultivate curiosity, empathy and deep thinking, enabling pupils to explore their own beliefs, whilst understanding and valuing those of others. We hope to prepare pupils for life in our wonderfully diverse, multi-faith, multi-cultural world, so that they and the people they share this planet with can flourish.
Green Lane RE Curriculum Rationale
Religious Education at Green Lane, as a Church of England school, is an academic subject that enables pupils to encounter, understand and critically engage with a range of religious and nonreligious worldviews. Rooted in our Christian foundation, the curriculum aims to develop religious literacy, allowing pupils to make sense of, and respond to, the diverse beliefs and practices shaping individuals, communities and cultures locally, nationally and globally.
RE supports the school’s Christian vision by promoting wisdom, dignity, respect and community. The curriculum seeks to cultivate curiosity, empathy and deep thinking, enabling pupils to explore their own beliefs and values while understanding those of others. It prepares them for life in a complex, plural society and promotes the flourishing of all.
National Statement of Entitlement from September 2026
This school is fully committed to the National Society for Education’s 2026 statement of entitlement for the teaching of Religious Education:
The essential place of religious education (RE) in a Church school flows from our deep commitment to the flourishing of every child articulated in our Vision for Education.1 This document sets out the aim for young people to leave school with a rich and well-informed understanding of Christianity. Equally important is the development of a commitment to generous hospitality, expressed through deep respect for the integrity of other religious and belief traditions, and for the religious freedom of every individual.
In keeping with the statement of entitlement pupils at Green Lane can expect:
· RE to be a high-profile subject and a priority for those who lead their school. 
· To be enabled to achieve highly in RE, irrespective of educational need or disadvantage. 
· A sequenced curriculum where they will learn about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews and the diversity that exists within those worldviews. 
· A balanced curriculum, using high-quality resources, where they engage with a range of ways of knowing, including theology, philosophy and the human and social sciences. 
· Teachers who have secure RE subject knowledge and are able to deliver content accurately whilst having the ability to challenge common misconceptions. 
· RE to be delivered in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner. 
· RE classrooms which are safe, supportive spaces where pupils can openly explore their own religious, spiritual, and/or philosophical ways of living, believing, thinking, and belonging. 
· To be given the opportunity to articulate their personal worldviews and engage in meaningful, respectful dialogue with others. 
· RE teaching which promotes religious and cultural understanding within communities and society. 
Curriculum Design
The curriculum follows the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Syllabus and the Church of England Statement of Entitlement (2019). Learning is structured through: 
- A sequential, knowledge-rich programme from EYFS to Year 6. 
- At least 50% Christianity across all key stages. 
- Sufficient dedicated curriculum time, meeting explicitly RE objectives, is committed to the delivery of RE. This should aim to be close to 10% but must be no less than 5% in key stages (KS) 1-4 
- Study of the principal religions (Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism). 
- Inclusion of non-religious worldviews (Humanism) in Upper Key Stage 2. 
- Annual progression in the study of Christmas and Easter, deepening theological understanding. - Integration of Theology, Philosophy, and Human/Social Sciences to ensure balanced and rigorous enquiry.
Teaching and Learning
RE is taught through challenging, enquiry-led units that develop: 
- Theological understanding: exploring beliefs, sources of authority and interpretation. 
- Philosophical and spiritual enquiry: questioning meaning, truth, ethics and reality. 
- Human/social understanding: examining lived experience, community, identity and diversity.
Lessons incorporate spiritual discussion, text study, fieldwork, reflection, and critical analysis. Pupils are encouraged to think independently, articulate reasoned arguments and make meaningful connections between knowledge and real-life contexts.
Impact
By the end of Year 6, pupils are expected to: 
- Demonstrate secure knowledge of Christianity and a broad understanding of other faiths and worldviews. 
- Reflect critically and spiritually on questions of belief, morality, identity and purpose. 
- Show respect, curiosity and empathy towards different worldviews. 
- Articulate well-reasoned interpretations and responses. 
- Recognise the significance of religion and worldview diversity in local and global contexts.
Our RE curriculum aims to nurture pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and supports the Christian character of the school around the structure of the Core Christian Values.
Assessment
In RE it is important that pupils: 
· make progress in knowing about and evaluating the beliefs and practices of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews 
· know and understand the progress they are making in RE 
· know and understand what they need to do to make further progress 
· are challenged by the enquiries, activities and tasks in which they are engaged 
· achieve standards which match their expected capabilities (attainment and achievement). Good assessment will also help teachers to evaluate the effectiveness of their curriculum, planning and teaching. 
Assessment goes hand in hand with curriculum design. An effective curriculum design enables continuity and progression and sets out the knowledge and skills that pupils will gain across and throughout key stages and year groups. Curriculum planning should include assessment opportunities that will demonstrate this progression.   Assessment in Religious Education is based on Knowledge and Understanding and/or Critical Thinking. Assessments should ensure both these elements are covered over the course of a year.
Developing Spirituality Through RE

As a school community we have agreed on a definition of spiritual development in our school community to support us as we talk about spirituality.

At Green Lane, our definition of spirituality is:

Spirituality is the nourishing of the soul. It is the opportunity to stop, think, reflect and grow into the type of person that you want to be now and in the future.
Spirituality is a very personal experience and is about the opening of hearts and minds. This can be through becoming aware of the awe and wonder within the world, through reflection and learning from ourselves and learning about how we can move forward and make choices to become the best versions of ourselves. It differs from person to person and often spirituality changes within people during their lifetime. Spirituality is not the same as having a religion or faith; a person can be spiritual without having a particular faith or any religion.
As a school, we recognise that a consistent approach to spirituality is the best way to ensure our school communities flourish and develop spirituality throughout their time at Green Lane. To support this, we use a simple format with images that encourages children to stop, think, reflect and grow. 
This is represented by ‘Windows, Mirrors and Doors.’


	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Windows are looking out onto the world and becoming aware of its wonders. The whole curriculum and life itself are full of opportunities to recognise this sensitively.
	Mirrors are for looking into and reflecting, alone and together, to see things more clearly, for thinking and asking important questions, learning from our own and each others’ responses.
	Doors are for looking through in order to then act or express this in some way in response; for moving on, making choices and something creative, active and purposeful in response.



We support children in their spiritual development by:
· Providing opportunities for spiritual development in collective worship
· Providing opportunities for spiritual development in Religious Education
· Providing opportunities for spiritual development in the wider curriculum
· Capturing opportunities for awe and wonder as they arise
· Providing ‘Reflection Time’ in classrooms, public spaces, outside and more
· Offering pupils opportunities to lead spiritual development moments through the Collective Worship

Wondering Questions in BIG Story (Godly Play)
Each week volunteers from St Mary’s Church in Barnard Castle deliver BIG Story sessions to a different class. BIG Story is our version of Godly Play. A key element of Godly Play are the use of ‘wondering questions.’ Wondering questions make spiritual reflection in Godly Play, they are central because they shift the focus from giving children answers to helping them encounter meaning for themselves.
During curriculum time in RE teachers may use wondering questions to encourage and deepen children’s thinking, where and when it is relevant to do so. Here’s why they’re so important:
They Invite Personal Meaning
Instead of asking for “right answers,” wondering questions (e.g., “I wonder which part of the story you liked best?”) allow children to:
· Make connections to their own lives
· Engage imagination
· Discover meaning rather than receive it
This respects each child’s unique spiritual experience.
They Encourage Deep Listening
Wondering questions create space for:
· Silence
· Reflection
· Careful listening to others
This models contemplative spirituality rather than fast-paced instruction.
They Support Spiritual Development
Children process faith developmentally. Open-ended wondering questions:
· Meet them where they are
· Avoid forcing abstract theology too early
· Allow growth over time
There is no pressure to perform or answer “correctly.”
They Reflect How Jesus Taught
In the Gospels, Jesus Christ often taught through parables and questions rather than direct explanations. Wondering questions echo that method—inviting listeners to enter the story.
Wondering questions are important because they:
· Open space instead of closing it
· Invite reflection instead of testing knowledge
· Encourage relationship rather than information
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