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Collective Worship Policy
The Ethos and Values of Our School
Green Lane Church of England Primary is a rural school in the heart of Teesdale and at the centre of our local community. We offer a fantastic education based around achievement and success in a nurturing, holistic environment. At Green Lane we see the ultimate purpose of education as the promotion of “life in all its fullness” (St John’s Gospel, chapter 10, verse 10).
Here education is about more than just academic achievement; it is about developing young people who can flourish in all areas of their lives developing their intellectual, spiritual, moral and physical attributes and becoming proud and respectful members of our community. Our deeply Christian ethos and values are central to the experiences our children have each day as part of ‘Team GL.’
The collective worship policy at Green Lane CE Primary School pays due regards to legal requirements and is consistent with the guidelines offered by the SACRE of Durham Education Authority. 
This collective worship policy reflects the spirit of Green Lane CE Primary School, is consistent with the philosophy and aims of the school as expressed in the school prospectus and is as expected of a Church of England school. 
Definition of Collective Worship
Collective worship is a whole school activity. Collective worship is the time set aside from other aspects of school life, when pupils and staff are given the opportunity to learn and reflect on a variety of issues which may evoke a worshipful response. 
Scope 
This document applies to all, regardless of age, ability, gender, race and faith. The school respects the rights of the children and values the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). In particular this policy supports Articles 14, 29 & 30. 
Aims of Collective Worship
"Pupils who do not come from Christian families should be able to join in the daily act of collective worship even though this would, in the main, reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief” (Circular 1/94) 
 In Green Lane Church of England Primary School, we aim to provide all pupils with the opportunity to:
· worship that which is considered worthy
· consider spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues
· explore their own beliefs
· develop their own spirituality
· develop a community spirit
· reinforce positive attitudes
· participate and respond. 
It is also our aim to promote a common ethos and shared values. 
The Contribution of Collective Worship to School Life
Collective worship contributes to a greater understanding of British Values and supports the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils and staff through:
· reflection on their own beliefs and values, and those of others
· influence of values on behaviour
· celebrating together
· celebration of one’s own and others’ religious and cultural traditions. 
Collective worship can contribute to other areas of our learning: inspiring wonder and awe, providing different perspectives, promoting thought and understanding and encouraging a quest for further study.
The Management of Collective Worship 
The collective worship lead is usually the headteacher of the school, this is because worship is such a vital and important part of school life. 
The Organisation of Collective Worship and links to Spirituality
Collective worship at Green Lane supports the school’s aim of developing character within the pupils in its care. Acts of worship encourage moral character growth – with connections to Biblical texts intended to develop the children’s spirituality and dignity, showing us that the Bible is a living text with messages as relevant today as they were 2000 years ago. Collective worship links directly with the school’s approach to spiritual development:
Spirituality is the nourishing of the soul. It is the opportunity to stop, think, reflect and grow into the type of person that you want to be now and in the future. Spirituality is a very personal experience and is about the opening of hearts and minds. This can be through becoming aware of the awe and wonder within the world, through reflection and learning from ourselves and learning about how we can move forward and make choices to become the best versions of ourselves. It differs from person to person and often spirituality changes within people during their lifetime. Spirituality is not the same as having a religion or faith; a person can be spiritual without having a particular faith or any religion. 
As a school, we recognise that a consistent approach to spirituality is the best way to ensure our school communities flourish and develop spirituality throughout their time at Green Lane. To support this, we use a simple format with images that encourages children to stop, think, reflect and grow. This is represented by ‘Windows, Mirrors and Doors’.
Windows are looking out onto the world and becoming aware of its wonders. The whole curriculum and life itself are full of opportunities to recognise this sensitively.
Mirrors are for looking into and reflecting, alone and together, to see things more clearly, for thinking and asking important questions, learning from our own and each others’ responses.
Doors are for looking through in order to then act or express this in some way in response; for moving on, making choices and something creative, active and purposeful in response.
Wondering Questions in BIG Story (Godly Play)
Each week volunteers from St Mary’s Church in Barnard Castle deliver BIG Story sessions to a different class. BIG Story is our version of Godly Play. Godly Play was developed by Jerome W. Berryman, drawing on Montessori principles. The goal isn’t to teach Christian doctrine directly, but to invite spiritual reflection. A key element of Godly Play are the use of ‘wonering questions.’ Wondering questions make spiritual reflection in Godly Play, they are central because they shift the focus from giving children answers to helping them encounter meaning for themselves.
During collective worship wondering questions are used to encourage and deepen children’s thinking. Here’s why they’re so important:
They Invite Personal Meaning
Instead of asking for “right answers,” wondering questions (e.g., “I wonder which part of the story you liked best?”) allow children to:
· Make connections to their own lives
· Engage imagination
· Discover meaning rather than receive it
This respects each child’s unique spiritual experience.
They Encourage Deep Listening
Wondering questions create space for:
· Silence
· Reflection
· Careful listening to others
This models contemplative spirituality rather than fast-paced instruction.
They Support Spiritual Development
Children process faith developmentally. Open-ended wondering questions:
· Meet them where they are
· Avoid forcing abstract theology too early
· Allow growth over time
There is no pressure to perform or answer “correctly.”
They Reflect How Jesus Taught
In the Gospels, Jesus Christ often taught through parables and questions rather than direct explanations. Wondering questions echo that method—inviting listeners to enter the story.
Wondering questions are important because they:
· Open space instead of closing it
· Invite reflection instead of testing knowledge
· Encourage relationship rather than information

Collective Worship on a Monday at 2.45pm: Reflection-led Collective Worship promoting pupil voice and encouraging us to ‘look in’ at the core Christian values and moral values that we have displayed. Wondering questions can be used to encourage intensely personal responses and reflections.
Collective Worship on a Tuesday at 10.15am: External volunteer, currently organist St Mary’s Church – Worship through singing 
Collective Worship on a Wednesday at 2.45pm: Reflection-led Collective Worship promoting pupil voice and encouraging us to ‘look out’ at the core Christian values and moral values that we see around us. Wondering questions can again be used to encourage intensely personal responses and reflections.
Collective Worship on a Thursday at 2.45pm: Clergy from St Mary’s Church Barnard Castle – Traditional Anglican Worship following the liturgical year encouraging us to ‘look up’ to hear God’s message of love for all. These worships link strongly to Biblical stories, chosen by the clergy in conjunction with school leaders. Stories are chosen which exemplify the school’s vision and its core Christian values.
Collective Worship on a Friday at 2.15pm: Headteacher or Teacher – Celebrating the children who have lived the core Christian values that week – parents and carers can be invited. This act of worship encourages us all to ‘look in’ at the core Christian values and moral values that we have displayed and to ‘look out’ at the core Christian values and moral values that we see around us
The Gathering
All acts of worship start with the same invitational gathering, this helps the children to see that each collective worship links to the others during the week. Acts of worship take place with a table at the front of the hall, a cloth is placed on the table (this will match the cloth used in church that represents the liturgical calendar), this is followed by a candle to represent the light and hope that Jesus brought to our world, finally a bowl is rung to create a sense of calm and quiet thoughtfulness. Where possible children will be asked to help with the gathering. Gathering ends with a prayer, such as ‘God is good all the time,’ or ‘The Lord be with you,’ these encourage responses from the children: ‘all the time God is good’ and ‘and also with you.’ The opening prayer helps to establish feelings of belonging and of community. 
Closing Prayer
Collective worship will end with a prayer, this is usually the Lord’s prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
On a Friday worship ends with a special prayer of thanks and celebration:

God, reach out your arms to protect us. 
Send your love to the children, the families and the carers here at Green Lane and around the world. 
We give thanks to the people who nurture us, who inspire us and who believe in us. We place our trust in them. We think of those who live without hope and we send our love out to them. 
Shine the light of hope into all our hearts. 
Amen 

Planning Acts of Collective Worship
All acts of collective worship will be considered carefully, to ensure that the age, aptitude and background of all pupils are taken into account. Termly planning sheets list a separate theme for each Thursday’s collective worship, and include connections to the liturgical year in the Anglican calendar. Governors monitor acts of collective worship each year. 
Visitors 
Visitors will be welcome to lead collective worship from time to time and will be given guidance on leading acts of collective worship at Green Lane Church of England Primary School. Leaders from faiths within the area will increase the pupils’ awareness, promote respect and raise the esteem of the pupils who belong to these faiths. The collective worship will discuss the content of visitor’s collective worship before it is delivered, to ensure that it connects with the school’s vision and ethos.
The Act of Collective Worship 
A variety of teaching and learning styles and active and interactive methods are appropriate in acts of collective worship. Any and all of the methods employed in the classroom can be used effectively in acts of collective worship. A variety of resources will also be used. Leaders will choose the style and/or strategy and resources which are appropriate to the content, the age, aptitude and the background of the pupils and may use the school’s questioning approach to stimulate creative thoughts. 
It is the combination of content and the appropriate method of delivery that will ensure that the act of worship has a spiritual dimension. The content and process must be sufficiently stimulating in order to evoke wonder and awe and responses from those taking part.  This response may not be visual, but opportunity must be given to express this response either through reflection or prayer. 
If announcements are to be given at the same time as an act of worship then they will be of a positive nature, which at times may enhance the act of worship itself. Announcements may be made preceding the act of worship but a clearly defined break between them and the act of worship will be made. (A change of personnel, music, ringing bowl, a moment of silence etc.) 
The Relationship between Collective Worship and PSHE
There are some excellent topics in the JIGSAW materials which will provide scope for planning effective collective worship. The distinction between assemblies and collective worship must be maintained, however, and extra PSHE assemblies should not replace collective worship.
Withdrawal 
Any parent who objects to their child attending an act or acts of collective worship may request that their child is withdrawn. Parents are encouraged to discuss this with the Headteacher.  Arrangements will be made for a child who is withdrawn to be supervised.    
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