Religious Education 
‘The ability to understand the faith or belief of individuals and communities, and how these may shape their culture and behaviour, is an invaluable asset for children in modern day Britain. Explaining religious and non-religious worldviews in an academic way allows young people to engage with the complexities of belief., avoid stereotyping and contribute to an informed debate’
Why RE Matters – The Religious Education Council of England and Wales 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]How RE links to the ethos and values of Green Lane
Green Lane Church of England Primary is a rural school in the heart of Teesdale and at the centre of our local community. We offer a fantastic education based around achievement and success in a nurturing, holistic environment. At Green Lane we see the ultimate purpose of education as the promotion of “life in all its fullness” (St John’s Gospel, chapter 10, verse 10).
Here education is about more than just academic achievement; it is about developing young people who can flourish in all areas of their lives developing the intellectual, spiritual, moral and physical attributes, becoming proud and respectful members of our community. Our deeply Christian ethos and values are central to the experiences our children have each day as part of ‘Team GL.’
Through our ethos and values we encourage our children to have respect and tolerance for others. We also advocate and model friendship and kindness across the whole school from children to all adults. We all work together in partnership to celebrate the diverse cultures of our world and the environment in which we live, encouraging our children to become active and responsible citizens who contribute positively to their community and society.
A Character Education for RE
Our school’s vision of ‘Educating for Life in all its Fullness’ (John Chapter 10: Verse 10), sits at the heart of our day to day practice. Our deeply Christian vision pervades throughout the school, in every room, in every child, in every adult; a loving environment where children grow and flourish. 

At Green Lane we genuinely nurture and care for our school family.  We work in partnership with all pupils and stakeholders promoting deeply Christian values. Within our pupils we plant seeds and nurture their development through school this includes within RE.
Our Character education equips young people to grow in wisdom, hope, community and dignity and is shaped by an understanding of God at work in the world, present and active in shaping each individual’s developmental story. It is fundamental to the pursuit of academic excellence, and stands at the heart of all aspirational teaching, learning and pastoral care. 
Our school has an important role in the fostering of good mental wellbeing among young people so that they can fulfil their potential at school and are well prepared for adult life. With our clear expectations on behaviour and well-planned provision for character and personal development we help promote good mental wellbeing and positive moral attributes.
We aim to enable our children to acquire social confidence and the ability to make points or arguments clearly and constructively, listen attentively to the views of others, behave with courtesy and good manners and speak persuasively to an audience through our character education.
Our vision for RE
RE contributes to pupils’ education in our school through challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. Pupils learn about religious and non-religious worldviews allowing them to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions. They learn skills to interpret, analyse, evaluate and critically respond to the views that religious and non-religious worldviews make. Pupils learn to express their insights and to agree or disagree respectfully. Teaching will enable pupils to appreciate that worldviews are complex, diverse and have influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.  
RE provides opportunities for personal reflection and pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development as it encourages them to examine the significance of their learning in relation to themselves and others. It enables pupils to explore their own beliefs, ideas, feelings, experiences and values in the light of what they learn. Our Religious Education encourages empathy and respect and allows pupils to develop their own sense of identity and belonging. It also promotes respect for the right of others to hold different beliefs, values and ideas.  
RE at Green Lane CofE (cont.) Primary School is further enhanced by each year group having at least 4 sessions of Big Story during the academic year. Big Story is Green Lane’s school’s name for Godly Play. This is a method of storytelling and wondering and is an engaging, creative and imaginative way for exploring our Christian faith and heritage. Big Story helps our children to listen for God and to make creative responses to wondering questions.
How do we teach RE at Green Lane?
RE must be provided for all registered pupils in maintained schools, including those in Reception classes and this is assumed to be approximately 5% of curriculum time. The recommended time for teaching RE in KS1 is approximately 36 hours per year and in KS2 is approximately 45 hours per year.
RE is a component of the basic curriculum, to be taught alongside the National Curriculum in all maintained schools. In all maintained schools, it must be taught according to a locally Agreed Syllabus (Durham), which is the statutory order.
Our teaching in RE will promote openness, respect for others and critical enquiry.  It will be coherent and progressive, enabling pupils to deepen their knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious worldviews and their understanding of the complex and diverse nature of belief systems.  
Enquiry questions are at the heart of our RE from Early Years Foundation Stage to Year 6. They enable pupils to build on previous learning and deepen and broaden their understanding through systematic and thematic enquiries.
During the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), RE may be taught as part of whole class topics or themes. In Key Stage 1 and 2 RE will usually be delivered in a weekly timetabled lesson with a creative element included; however it may also be taught in a full day every few weeks in order to enable continuous enquiry based learning; a suspended timetable day to enable exploration of a theme or question; a suspended timetable day in order to visit a place of religious significance.
Throughout RE pupils will build religious literacy through: 
· developing knowledge and understanding about religious and non-religious worldviews 
· becoming increasingly able to respond to religious and non-religious worldviews in an informed and insightful way  
· reflecting on their own ideas and the ideas of others. 

In the Durham Agreed Syllabus there are three elements of RE:  
· Knowledge and Understanding 
· Critical Thinking  
· Personal Reflection    
These elements are interlinked and enable pupils to make good progress in RE.
RE skills and knowledge taught for each year group


	Pupils will: 

	Expectations by Age 7
	Expectations by Age 9
	Expectations by Age 11

	Knowledge and Understanding
	· have simple knowledge of some of the beliefs, teaching / stories and practices of specific religions studied, using simple technical vocabulary
· have simple knowledge of why these beliefs and practices may be important to people
· have simple knowledge of some of the similarities and differences between and within the religious and non-religious worldviews they learn about

	· be able to describe some of the beliefs, teachings and expressions of beliefs within the religions studied and how these have an impact for individuals and communities 
· begin to form a framework of connections between these concepts by making some links 
· between them identify some patterns between or within religions and non-religious worldviews by comparing similarities and differences

	· have more detailed knowledge and understanding of the concepts (beliefs, teachings, sources of authority, expressions of belief and the impact of beliefs on the lives of individuals and communities) across several religious and non-religious worldviews 

· have more detailed knowledge and understanding of how these concepts connect to form a framework for understanding religious and non-religious worldviews 

· have knowledge of the diversity of religious and non-religious worldviews in the local, national and global context, and show understanding of similarities and differences between them.



	Critical Thinking
	· In response to the material they learn about, pupils can raise questions, express their opinions and back them up with simple reasons.

	· In response to the material they learn about, pupils can raise questions, express their opinions and support these with plausible reasons.   

· They recognise that others may think differently and have different opinions.

	· In response to the material they learn about, pupils can raise controversial questions, express their opinions and use sound reasons to back these up. 
 
· Pupils show appreciation of different perspectives, recognising the reasons given to support these viewpoints (see both sides of an argument).



Our long term plan for RE is based on the Durham Agreed Syllabus 2020 

RE contribution to Reading
Within RE we will use a variety of sources which develop deeper understanding of beliefs and practices – this includes significant writings from religious and non-religious traditions, the authentic experiences of believers from a diverse range of religious and non-religious worldviews (including members of our local SACRE and faith communities).We will consider the different types of written genres used in primary sources of wisdom e.g. the Torah, the Bible. We will read and use fiction to demonstrate and explore ideas, beliefs, values and theological concepts including children’s story books e.g. Goodbye Mog, The Lion Who Wanted to Love, You are Special. In RE we will give time for reading for meaning and decode and explain vocabulary, texts and passages so that all pupils grow confident in their reading ability.  

Assessment
In RE it is important that pupils: 
· make progress in knowing about and evaluating the beliefs and practices of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews 
· know and understand the progress they are making in RE 
· know and understand what they need to do to make further progress 
· are challenged by the enquiries, activities and tasks in which they are engaged 
· achieve standards which match their expected capabilities (attainment and achievement). Good assessment will also help teachers to evaluate the effectiveness of their curriculum, planning and teaching. 
The Benchmark Expectations should be used as the basis of planning and assessment.
Assessment goes hand in hand with curriculum design. An effective curriculum design enables continuity and progression and sets out the knowledge and skills that pupils will gain across and throughout key stages and year groups. Curriculum planning should include assessment opportunities that will demonstrate this progression.  
· Assessment opportunities should be based on the Benchmark Expectations in this Agreed Syllabus (with the exception of EYFS) 
· Assessment in Religious Education is based on Knowledge and Understanding and/or Critical Thinking. Assessments should ensure both these elements are covered over the course of a year. Personal reflection should not be assessed.
Measuring impact
RE will help our pupils participate positively in our society with respect for its diverse religious and non-religious worldviews. It makes a significant contribution to the active promotion of mutual respect and tolerance of others’ faiths and beliefs and prepares our pupils for life in modern Britain. It also has a vital role in contributing to SMSC and the promotion of British Values.
Impact of RE in our school is also evidenced in our 2019 SIAMS report:
http://greenlanece8403121.wp-sch.durham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/128/2014/07/Green-Lane-C-of-E-Primary-SIAMS-report-VC-Final-Report.pdf


Pupil voice
RE is exciting as we learn new things and do enjoyable activities. RE makes me feel happy. Mia Year 6 
