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The Ethos and Values of Our School 

Green Lane Church of England Primary is a rural school in the heart of Teesdale and at 
the centre of our local community. We offer a fantastic education based around 
achievement and success in a nurturing, holistic environment. At Green Lane we see 
the ultimate purpose of education as the promotion of “life in all its fullness” (St John’s 
Gospel, chapter 10, verse 10). 

Here education is about more than just academic achievement; it is about developing 
young people who can flourish in all areas of their lives developing the intellectual, 
spiritual, moral and physical attributes, becoming proud and respectful members of our 
community. Our deeply Christian ethos and values are central to the experiences our 
children have each day as part of ‘Team GL.’ 

1 Introduction  

This document outlines school views and beliefs on Religious Education. It has been 
informed by Durham Agreed Syllabus 2012 and the National Curriculum documents. 
The school respects the rights of children and values the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC). In particular this policy supports Articles 14, 29 & 30.  

2 Definition  

RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, 
beliefs about God, the self, the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it 
means to be human.  

RE develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, of other principal 
religions, other religious traditions and world views that offer answers to the questions 
above.  RE offers pupils the opportunity to examine the significance of religion in 
relation to themselves and others, as they consider how religion and beliefs have an 
impact on individuals and groups in local, national and global contexts.   

RE offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.  It encourages 
pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or not) in the light of what 
they learn, examine issues of religious beliefs and faith, and consider their own 
responses to questions raised.  RE encourages empathy and enables pupils to develop 
their own sense of identity and belonging.  



4 | P a g e  
 

RE encourages respect for all, including those with differing faiths and beliefs, as pupils 
develop understanding and appreciation of our diverse society and world.  RE helps to 
challenge prejudice, discrimination and racism.  

RE and the Whole School Curriculum helps to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, 
mental and physical development of pupils, and prepares them for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life (Section 78, Education Act 2002).  Through 
RE pupils can develop skills e.g. discernment, critical thinking and reasoning.  RE gives 
opportunities for pupils to listen to others, hear and analyse conflicting viewpoints and 
develop empathy and respect. RE, therefore, contributes to the development of the 
following:  

Economic as pupils develop skills in RE for adult life, employment and lifelong learning  

Cultural:  as pupils develop understanding of how religious traditions contribute to the 
cultural heritage in all its diversity  

Social:  as pupils develop understanding of how religious identity and belonging are 
expressed, and consider their own participation in groups and communities  

Personal: as pupils reflect on their own spiritual and moral ideas and those of others.  

3 Scope  

This document applies to all children in school regardless of age, ability, gender, race 
and faith, with the exception of those children whose parents wish to withdraw their child 
from any religious activities and events.  

4 Entitlement  

The Head teacher must ensure the provision of Religious Education and ensure that 
sufficient time and resources are given to Religious Education to meet statutory 
requirements. All children are entitled to join in all forms of Religious Education, which 
should be taught continuously throughout a Key Stage.   

5 Aims  

RE contributes to the aims of the whole school curriculum and has an important part to 
play as part of a broad, balanced and coherent curriculum to which all pupils are 
entitled.   

Throughout the key stages the pupils should increasingly have opportunities to develop 
a range of skills.  Skills that are essential for pupils to learn and make progress in 
Religious Education can be developed through the three elements of RE in this 
syllabus: 
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 Knowledge and Understanding of Religion 

 Critical Thinking 

 Personal Reflection  

These are interlinked and enable pupils to make good progress in RE.  

5.1 Knowledge and Understanding of Religion  

This is about what religion is and the impact it has for individuals and communities.  It 
involves investigation of and enquiry into the nature of religion and beliefs.  

5.2 Critical Thinking  

Critical thinking requires pupils to use reason to analyse and evaluate the claims that 
religions make.  Through learning in this way pupils have the opportunity to give 
opinions, support their ideas with reason, consider alternative arguments, weigh up 
evidence and listen to and respond to the views of others, so developing the ability to 
articulate their own views and form their own opinions.  

Critical thinking requires pupils to be open minded and to value different types of 
reasoning including intuition e.g. the many differing reasons why people might hold onto 
a religious faith.   

5.3 Personal Reflection  

This develops pupils’ ability to reflect on religion in relation to their own beliefs, values 
and experiences and the influence of these on their daily life, attitudes and actions.   

6 Requirements / Expectations  

Green Lane CE Primary School will: 

 encourage pupils through RE to develop positive attitudes to their own and 
others’ beliefs and values, in a classroom climate that recognises and respects 
difference 

 expect the children to play a full part in Religious events (with the exception of 
those whose parents choose to withdraw their child) 

 liaise closely with the local parish Church 

 take the children to visit Durham Cathedral 

 take the children to visit places of worship belonging to other faiths 

 ensure the children have access to artefacts used in other religions 

 inform parents by means of newsletters.  

7 S.E.N.D.  
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Green Lane CE Primary School will ensure that the needs of the SEND child are 
catered for, to give them knowledge at an appropriate level.  

8 Monitoring and Review  

Monitoring of RE will be part of the whole school self-evaluation.  

Approved by governor: July 2016  

Due for review: September 2019 

 


